
 

 
 

Media Release: 19 May 2009 

A New Director for mima  
Photo / Interview Opportunity: Friday 22 May, 11.30am, at mima (by arrangement) 
 
Kate Brindley has been appointed as mima’s new Director. Kate will be the second director to lead 
Middlesbrough’s internationally renowned gallery, following on from Founding Director Godfrey 
Worsdale. It is anticipated that Kate will formally take up her duties at mima in mid July 2009. 
 
Kate studied art history at Leeds University and museum and gallery studies at Manchester University. 
She has an excellent track record of 15 years high quality arts and museums service development and 
curatorial programming with a particular interest and expertise in 20th Century and contemporary art.   
 
For the last 4 years Kate has been Director of Museums, Galleries and Archives for Bristol City 
Council and leader of the ‘South West Renaissance in the Regions programme’. She was the first 
Director of the newly integrated Museums and Archives service for the City of Bristol, which 
encompasses 4 nationally designated museum and archive collections, and combined visits of over 
600,000 annually.  
 
Her achievements in Bristol have included developing the vision and securing funding for the New 
Museum of Bristol, a new £26million museum on Bristol’s harbour-side, and securing a £1million 
award from Art Fund International. 
 
Kate Brindley said: “I am extremely excited about taking up the post, and to furthering mima’s ambition 
locally and globally. I am passionate about making the visual arts accessible and truly believe in the 
power of the arts to enrich lives. As a child I was inspired to work in the arts following trips to the 
Mappin and Graves Art Galleries in Sheffield, and as a result I am extremely committed to working 
with young people and learning and look forward to building on the great work mima already does in 
this area.” 
 
Councillor Dave Budd, Middlesbrough Council's Executive Member for Regeneration and Economic 
Development, said: "We always appreciated that the departure of Godfrey Worsdale left big shoes to 
fill. However Kate's appointment is a major coup for mima and the town as a whole.” 
 
"To attract such a high-profile nationally known figure as Kate to Middlesbrough demonstrates the 
strategic importance that mima is taking on the national arts scene.” 
 
"She will be a welcome addition to both mima and Middlesbrough and I look forward to working with 
her as we build on the fantastic work that has already been done." 
 
Ian Parker, the Council's Chief Executive, added: "I am delighted with this appointment and look 
forward to working with Kate whose reputation and ability make her the ideal candidate for this key 
role.” 
 
"mima has proved a huge hit in the town and far beyond, and I'm sure Kate will play a major part in 
taking the gallery on to a new level." 
 
Mark Robinson, Executive Director, Arts Council England, North East commented: 
“This is an excellent appointment for mima, Tees Valley and the North East. We look forward to 
working with Kate in the future - writing the next chapter in mima's history, and also strengthening the 
visual arts sector in the whole of the North East. I'd also like to thank Julia Palmer and the team at 
mima for covering so well since Godfrey's departure for BALTIC.”   Ends  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Notes to Editors  
 
 
Kate Brindley  
Born in Sheffield in 1970, Kate Brindley studied art history at Leeds University and museum and gallery studies 
at Manchester University.   
 
She has 15 years’ experience in the visual arts and museums sector with particular experience in capital 
developments including being Head of Arts and Museums, for Wolverhampton where she led the RIBA award 
winning capital development of Wolverhampton Art Gallery centred of the redisplay of the Pop Art Collection.  
 
For the last 4 years Kate has been Director of Museums, Galleries and Archives for Bristol City Council and lead 
for the South West Renaissance in the Regions programme. 
 
Kate is one of only two national advisors for the Paul Hamlyn Foundation Art Funding Programme and is a 
member for the national working group on Contemporary Art Collecting led by the Arts Council. 
 
She is an Associate of the Museums Association and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. 
 
About mima  
mima presents temporary exhibitions of fine art and craft from 1900 to the present. Featuring work by 
internationally acclaimed artists, the programme includes painting, drawing, ceramics, jewellery, design, sound, 
film, mixed media, photography and sculpture. Exhibitions change every quarter and admission if free. 
 
Gallery Opening Times  
Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 10.00am-5.00pm, Thurs 10.00am-8.00pm (free parking from 4pm), 
Sun 12noon-4.00pm 
Closed Monday 
Open Bank Holidays (Sunday opening hours apply) 
Admission FREE  
 
 
 
mima  
Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art 
Centre Square 
Middlesbrough 
TS1 2AZ 
t: +44 (0) 1642 726 720 
f: +44 (0) 1642 726 722 
e: mima@middlesbrough.gov.uk 
www.visitmima.com  
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